
Blue Mountains Bushcare Network 
Minutes of Meeting Wednesday 16th February at 6pm 

Mountains Community Resource Network Meeting Room Lawson   
 

 
Present:  Elizabeth Mitchell (Birdwood Gully), Margaret & Warwick Tafe (Mt Riverview), Paul Vale 
(Popes Glen),  Karen Hising (Valley of the Waters), Mike Purtell (Else Mitchell & Deanei), Lachlan 
Garland (Braeside, Valley of the Waters), Clive Heywood Barker (BMCS), Shirley Brown (MHH, Kat 
Ck, BK, Leura Pk), Rachel Swindell (Noxious Weeds, BMCC), Lyndal Sullivan (BMCC) 
 
Apologies:   Barbara Harley (Tree Fern Gully, Lindeman Road Leura),  Allan Murray (Glenbrook 
Lagoon), Xuela Sledge (NPWS),  Rob Agars (Deanei), Annette Coulter 
  
Facilitator:  Mike Purtell 
 
Acceptance of Previous Minutes  (December 10)  moved Margaret Tafe/ Paul Vale 

 
 

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes  
 

 
1. Post Fire Weed funding  

Margaret undertook an extensive search of the internet for research information on the extent 
and cost of weed spread following fire, found abstracts but was unable to get access to the 
relevant journals. Xuela provided hard copies of a number of papers of which 2 were directly 
relevant as well as the Victorian Dept Primary Industries website 
(new.dpi.vic.gov.au/agriculture/farming-management/emergencies/bushfire-recovery….) 
 
Actions:  Paul to look through the material collected by Margaret to identify relevant articles to 
be obtained and to draft an argument on the need for weed control funding as an integrated part 
of hazard reduction planning and also post fire restoration. 
Lyndal to get electronic copies of the relevant journal articles and distribute. 
 
Possible sources of information and access to journals include:  RFS Homebush library, 
Sydney catchment Authority, NCC and Hot spots program, fire CRC 
 
Further discussion on possible future avenues to achieve better post fire funding at next 
meeting.  
 
    

2. Weed tree exemption from Tree Preservation Order (TPO) -   
Lachlan was thanked for collating ideas on this issue and preparing the letter. 
Lachlan reported no response had yet been received from the letter sent seeking an expansion 
of the list of weeds exempt from the TPO to include more weed trees on the current DCP weed 
list.  The letter also asked for some additional listings and some deletions.  
 
A response to this issue, which was also a resolution of council (meeting 23rd Nov 2010) is 
expected in a report to the Council meeting of 15th March (reports available from 9th) 
 

3. Proposed Amendments to DCP Environmental Weeds list  



A vote of thanks was passed unanimously to Clive for his extensive research to compile the list 
of weed trees for the Blue Mountains local government area.. 
It was agreed that  
(1) the Bushcare Network adopts the attached list as a Bushcare network list of tree species 

which are invasive in the Blue Mountains Local Government Area: and  
(2) the Network considers at a future date whether it is desirable for all these species to be 

included in the DCP list and/or exempt from the Tree Preservation Order clauses of the LEP, 
after having further clarified how these instruments are used and exploring the special 
requirements for dealing with species which are food trees, heritage items or streetscape 
features.   

 
 
4. Reprint of ‘Living Near the Bush’  

Lachlan will follow up the progress on this review.  
 

 
5. Network of Bushcare groups working in Shale-base Vegetation Communities 

Bushcare is planning a field day for all groups working in Shale based Vegetation Communities 
as an opportunity to learn more about these communities and meet each other. Eric Mahony will 
provide information on each of the 2 major types of communities, with fact sheets.  It is planned 
to visit 2 sites with a morning or afternoon tea break.  Possible dates 18th or 19th June   (3rd 
weekend).    
Mt Riverview suggested it being held on their workday – the 4th Saturday  afternoon.  

 
It was agreed that the focus of this 1st workday should be members of existing groups and that a 
further workshop be held for the wider community.  
Action: Lyndal to organise with Eric and advertise in next Gecko 

  

 
General Business 

 
6. Sale of Weeds at Local markets  

The booking officers for each of the council venues have been informed that a new condition of 
leasing council property is that no weeds be sold.  They were asked to forward on a letter with 
the list of weeds to any person or organisation booking a venue where plants may be sold.  
  
It was agreed that the Bushcare Network sends letters to all venues/organisations where plant 
sales occur, except for Council property,  to support the action of council in preventing the sale 
of weeds 
 
Action:  Margaret, Shirley and Elizabeth to finalise the wording of the letter along the lines of 
the attached draft, and to start a list of contacts.  Contact addresses to be sent to Mike.  Mike 
to send the letter to organisers. 

 
 
7. Treasurers Report  

Lachlan reported the SCU account balance as $354-40 at 31 January 2011.  
He also notified the meeting that he would be unable to continue his involvement with the 
Network due to other commitments 
It was agreed that Paul Vale take over this role as the replacement signatory and contact 



address for the bank.    Mike, Paul and Lachlan to make the arrangements for the change.  
 

 
8. Site A frame Design 

Members looked at the amended design and agreed that this would be appropriate.  
 
 
9. Bushcare Network Proposal for the Use of Lawson Golf Course Site 

No further information was available on the state government’s intentions on the use of this site.  
Some decision may come after the state election.   
Action: Lyndal to circulate copies of the Network’s 2006 submission to the consultation 
process. .  

 
 
10 Urban Weeds program 

Rachel explained the subcatchment approach used by the Noxious Weeds team, and how their 
work firstly centres around areas being worked by bushcare groups, both on public and private 
land.  This approach is fully explained in the Weed Management Strategy.  

 
The Noxious weeds officers and their areas are:  

Bernadette Scott – Lapstone to Bullaburra 
David Simmons – Blackheath to the Mounts And Megalong Valley  
John Brell – South Leura and South Katoomba 
Rachel Swindell – North Leura, North Katoomba, Wentworth Falls and Medlow Bath 
 

Volunteers are to field any queries through their bushcare officer as per council procedure.  
Some new weeds of concern discussed were:  loganberry, Genista racemosa.  Extensive 
noxious weeds information is now on the council website with factsheets available for 
downloading at http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/sustainableliving/weedmanagement 

 
 
 
NEXT MEETING    Wednesday 18th May   2011 
 
Meeting closed at 8.40 pm  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
 

 Draft letter re Weed sales at Community markets 
Council has recently asked all markets operating on Council land to ensure that no Blue 
Mountains Environmental Weeds are sold at these markets.    
 
The Bushcare Network represents approximately 400 local volunteers engaged in the constant 
removal of weeds which damage the bush on the urban fringe.   Most of these weeds are 
garden escapes. 
 
We are asking that you also do not permit the sale of invasive plant species at your community 
market (see the attached list of environmental weeds).  If your stallholders need assistance in 



knowing what alternative species they could sell, we suggest you either ask them to contact us 
or look up the website of www.weedsbluemountains.com.au and click on ‘Mountain 
Landscapes’.   
 
Please contact me on ………..to let us know if you would support our bushcare volunteers in 
this way and if there is any way we could assist you.  
 
We hope that you will join in cooperating to preserve our World Heritage bushland. 

 

 

Tree weeds in Blue Mountain LGA  

     

The following list of tree weeds is based upon species noted in the Flora of NSW (including the web 
version called PlantNet) and includes some additional species that have been found invading within 
the Blue Mountains area, knowledge of which has yet to be added to PlantNet.  
 
Note that this list is specific to the Blue Mountains City Council geographical area and not 

for other parts of Australia.  Note also that some species on this list are native to areas 
nearby to the Blue Mountains City Council area (e.g. Melaleuca armillaris in coastal Sydney 
suburbs). 

 
Notes on the list  
(1) It does not contain species native to some part or soil type within the Blue Mountains City 
Council area though they are weeds invasive in other parts of the BMCC area as a result of planting 
by people.  
(2) It includes a whole genus where it is foreign and has several weedy species (eg Prunus. Spp., 
Acer spp.) Note ‘spp.’ = species. This is only used to differentiate genera whose natural distribution 
is wholly outside of NSW. 
(3) It does not include species so far known to occur in NSW north coast which could spread further 
south, but includes some more northerly weeds that have a high likelihood of invasion as they are 
already popular in local horticulture, gardening etc. 
(4)  Weeds already on the DCP list are in normal type, whilst invasive species suitable for additions 
to list are in bold. 

 

 
Botanic Name   Common Name 
 
Acacia baileyana   Cootamundra Wattle   
Acacia boormanii   Snowy Mountains Wattle 
Acacia caesiella   Blue Bush 
Acacia cognata   Bower Wattle 
Acacia cultriformis   Knife Wattle 
Acacia howittii   Howitt's Wattle 
Acacia iteaphylla   Barrier Ranges Wattle 
Acacia neriifolia 
Acacia podalyriifolia   Qld Silver Wattle    
Acacia pravissima   Wedge-leaved Wattle 

http://www.weedsbluemountains.com.au/


Acacia pycnantha   Golden Wattle 
Acacia saligna   Golden Wreath Wattle 
Acacia sophorae   Coast Wattle 
Acacia vestita   Weeping Boree 
Acer spp.    Box Elder and other maples 
Ailanthus altissima   Tree of Heaven    
Alnus glutinosa   Common Alder  
Arbutus unendo   Irish Strawberry Tree 
Banksia integrifolia integrifolia Coast Banksia 
Brachychiton acerifolius  Flame Tree 
Buddleja spp.   Buddleias 
Catalpa bignoniodes  Indian Bean 
Celtis australis     
Celtis occidentalis   Hackberry 
Celtis sinense 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Port Orford Cypress 
Chamaecytisus palmensis  Tree Lucerne, Tagasaste 
Cinnamonum camphora #  Camphor Laurel (# W4d) 
Coprosma xcunninghamii  (=C. propinqua x C. robusta) 
Coprosma repens   Mirror Bush 
Coprosma robusta 
Cordyline australis   New Zealand Cabbage Tree 
Cornus capitata   Evergreen Dogwood 
Crataegus monogyna  Hawthorn 
Cupressus species   Cypress-Pines from the northern hemisphere 
Dovyalis caffra   Kei Apple 
Erica arborea    Tree Heath 
Eriobotrya japonica   Loquat 
Erythrina  crista-galli   Cockspur Coral Tree 
Erythrina x sykesii   Coral Tree 
Corymbia (Eucalyptus) citriodora Lemon-scented Gum 
Eucalyptus bicostata  Eurabbie 
Eucalyptus cladocalyx  Sugar Gum 
Eucalyptus crenulata 
Eucalyptus grandis   Flooded Gum 
Eucalyptus maidenii   Maiden's Gum 
Eugenia uniflora   Brazil Cherry, pitanga 
Ficus elastica    Rubber Tree 
Gleditsia triacanthos   Honey Locust 
Grevillea robusta   Silky Oak 
Ilex aquifolium    Holly 
Jacaranda mimosifolia  Jacaranda 
Juglans spp.    Walnuts 
Koelreuteria  formosana  Chinese Rain Tree 
Lagunaria patersonii  Norfolk Island Hibiscus 
Leptospermum laevigatum  Coast Tea-tree 
Leptospermum petersonii  Lemon-scented tea-tree 
Leucaena leucocephala  Coffee Bush 
Ligustrum lucidum #   Broadleaf Privet (# W4b) 
Ligustrum sinense #   Small-leaf Privet (# W4b) 
Ligustrum vulgare   European Privet 



Lophostemon confertus  Brushbox 
Macadamia integrifolia  Qld Nut, Macadamia Nut  
Maclura pomifera 
Melaleuca armillaris 
Malus pumila (= M. xdomestica) Apple 
Morus alba    Mulberry 
Nerium oleander   Oleander 
Olea europaea europaea  Olive 
Olea europaea africana  African Olive 
Paraserianthes (Albizia) lophantha  Crested Wattle 
Phyllostachys spp #   Rhizomatous Bamboo (# W4a) 
Phoenix canariensis    Canary Island Date Palm 
Pinus species    all exotic Pines 
Pistacia chinensis   Chinese Pistachio 
Pittosporum crassifolium 
Pittosporum eugenioides  Tarata, Lemonwood 
Pittosporum ralphii 
Pittosporum tenuifolium 
Populus species   Poplars 
Prunus species   plums, cherries 
Psidium guajava   Guava 
Psidium cattleianum cattleianum strawberry guava 
Psoralea pinnata   African Scurf-pea 
Rhododendron ponticum  Pontic Rhododenron 
Robinia pseudoacacia  Black locust 
Sambuccus nigra   Common Elder 
Schlefflera actinophylla  Umbrella Plant 
Salix spp  #    Willows (#  W4) 
Schinus areia    Peppercorn Tree 
Schinus tenebinthifolia 
Sorbus spp.    Service tree, Rowan 
Syzygium paniculatum  Magenta Cherry 
Tamarix aphylla   Athel Tree 
Tecoma stans   Tecoma, Yellow Bells 
Tetrapanax papyrifer   Rice-paper Plant 
Thevetia peruviana   Yellow Oleander 
Toxicodendron succedaneum # Rhus Tree (# W2) 
Trachycarpus fortunei  Chinese Windmill Palm 
Triadica sebifera (Sapium sebiferum) Chinese Tallow 
Vernicia fordii   Tung Oil Tree 
 

 

 


